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375 pairs of
pointe shoes
will be used
in the run

of “The
Nutcracker.”

Christmas
tree in “The
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is 36 feet
tall — 1foot
shorter than
the Green
Monster.

GLOBE STAFF FILE

Ars crerrormar

- 1s getting ready to stretch out again

The

M ore UZSZO?ZS Qf Sug ar plum Three other noteworthy “Nutcracker” productions take the classic for a spin.

for a small-scale approach with high-quality dancing. Even young
Clara's choreography features impressive pointe work, and the
student dancers add much more than an amped-up cute factor.
This year, Mateo adds new choreography, scenery, and costumes.

Each year, “The Nutcracker” is Boston
Ballet’s biggest production. And after
being forced into the cramped Colonial
Theatre last season, the company

tonight at the Opera House, where
there’s a bigger stage and orchestra
pit and more seats. With this rebirth,
what better time to look at “The
Nutcracker” strictly by the numbers?

BY GEOFF EDGERS | GLOBE STAFF

“Twas the naght before ‘The Nutcracker, -

and all through the Opera House 3 not a creature was stirring, not even a king named

e

A

Mouse. % His 30-inch tail is the longest in the show % amd here are more numbers
we thought you should know. 3 With 330 hours of rehearsal, the company’s ready. 3% Theyll use
375 pairs of pointe shoes, wash 288 loads of laundry. 3% The Nutcracker’s mask is heavy. It weighs
3 pounds % and 3 dancers perform 6 roles each, strange as that sounds. 3¢ The forecast says 2,000

pounds of paper snow will fall 3 around a tree that’s just 1 foot shorter than Fenway's lefi-field wall. %

The M
Now, Clara! Don’t worry, no Rockettes will intrude this year. % No need to send your muscle, that 1 0-foot-wide EE:"S‘
Grandmere. ¥ After 37 years, the production will be a glorwus szght 5{6 Our only fear? The celebnty cameos =
the thought ofRobe7t Par, ker n tights! 3% Yes, 52 percent ofBoston Ballet § revenues come from this treat each year..
#% So parents, will you help them sell 4,756 nutcracker I::tm
souvenirs? ¥ And don'’t forget the main attraction, 130 | , E%‘l:::
. wide.

dancers setto prance. ¥ Company members comefrom 15
¥ So
all throughout the audience, we expect children will delight.

countries, including Australia, Cuba, and France.

* Happy “Nutcracker”to all, and to all a good night!

Boston Ballet’s production of “The Nutcracker” runs tonight through Dec. 30
at the Opera House. 617-695-6955, www.ticketmaster.com.
ERIC ANTONIOU

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE, BALLETROX, “URBAN NUTCRACKER” ISLAND MOVING COMPANY,

“IHE NUTCRACKER" This is the fifth year former Boston Ballet dancer Anthony Williams A NEWPORT NUTCRACKER"

Jose Mateo's “Nutcracker,” now in its 18th season, is a prime is presenting his sassy take on the favorite. Transplanting the Newport's famed Rosecliff mansion hosts this popular production.
example of tess is more. Beautifully distilled and performed in the fairy tale to a contemporary city apartment, Williams fuses ballet Choreographers Miki Ohlsen, Eva Marie Pactieco, and Michael
intimate Sanctuary Theatre, the production trades grand pageantry  with tap, hip-hop, swing, and street dance, mixing Tchaikovsky's Bolger have set the party in the spectacular dining room. The

mice and the soldiers unleash their fury in a battle on the famed
sweetheart staircase. And the second act is in the gold and

- white ballroom, with cabaret-style seating. Nov. 17 - Dec. 2.
Rosecliff 548 Bellevue Ave., Newport, R.|. $25-$75. 401-621-6123,

traditional score with Duke Ellington’s infectious™“Nutcracker” jazz
suite. Guest artists include former Boston Ballet principal Adriana
Suarez and Gianni DiMarco. Dec. 10,11,17. and 18.

Strand Theatre, 543 Columbia Road, Dorchester. $15-$35.

Tonight - Dec. 18. 400 Harvard St,, Cambridge. $15- $35. 617-635-1408, www.balletrox.org. L www.arttixricom. L N
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CAMBRIDGE CHROD

Cantabrigians

By Theodore Bale
CORRESPONDENT

very January they start calling

Jose Mateo’s Ballet Theatre in

Harvard Square, hoping for a
part in “The Nutcracker” the following
December. More than 200 end up as
mice, soldiers, angels and party guests.
They are children, and the beloved hol-
iday ballet would make little impact
without them.

Three individual casts in this year’s
production include 23 children who
live in Cambridge. Others come from
Mateo’s satellite schools located in
Duxbury, Falmouth and Hingham, or
schools such as Charles River Ballet.
Many of Mateo’s former company
members run their own schools now,
and they send students to his auditions
as well.

“We have been trying to reach out
and bring in diverse communities,”
said Scott Fraser, managing director of
the company. “About 80 percent of the
kids also take class here. We have some
kids who are 18 now, and they’ve been
in our ‘Nutcracker’ since they were 6.
This is one way that an arts organiza-
tion can build community.”

Fraser explained that auditions usual-
ly happen around Columbus Day, be-
ginning at 9 a.m. with the youngest
children. “We probably get 100 or so in
that age group, and usually they’re ter-
rified,” he said. “But we really try to
make ballet accessible and demystified
for them, in a good way. We want this
to be as warm and friendly an environ-
ment as possible, but still a little for-
mal. The kids are working with artists
in the studio, people like Alice Hunter
and Jose Mateo, and that’s a matter of
learning to establish respect and not a
distancing thing.”

Nine-year-old Joshua Nolan, a Cam-
bridge resident and student at the Ami-
gos School, first saw Mateo’s “Nut-
cracker” when he was 5. Fraser said he
is one of many previous audience
members who dance now in the pro-
duction.

_ “I'was also a Party Boy last year, but
in a different part,” said Nolan just be-

fore getting ready for his Saturday

matinee performance. He appears in

Young dancers light up
the ‘Nutcracker’ stage

STAFF PHOTOS

Lillian Blanchard, 8, of Cambridge looks angelic in her role as a Polichinelle in “The Nutcracker.” She is one of 23 Cambridge kids to perform in this year's s

two different casts and had an evening
show that night as well. “In one cast, I
get a coin pulled out of my ear by Mr.
Mateo. In both casts, I get to walk
backwards with the Nutcracker behind
me. That’s pretty much my only special
part. I liked last year better,” he said
with a sigh, “because I gottorun
around in a circle, and I got to try and
jump for the Nutcracker.” '

He reveals the secret about the coin
trick, but then thinks twice and says,
“but don’t tell anyone that!”

Georgia McKee, 10, of Cambridge

Amy Chan, 6, center, of Cambridge leads
the pack of mice in Saturday’s show.

started off as a mouse four years ago
and has been a Polchinelle in the sec-
ond act for the past three years.

“The hardest thing is remembering
every step,” she said. “Rehearsals are
easy because you can do it over and
over. But I always get nervous right be-
fore I go on, and I think I’'m going to
forget everything.”

If she could dance any role in the
ballet, she’d like to be Clara. “That’s
because I like being on stage,” said
McKee with confidence, “and she gets
to be on stage a lot of the time.”

What does she think of Mateo’s other
ballets? “They’re pretty good!”

Oscar Burucca, a fourth-grader at the
Amigos School, admitted that he found
the audition a little scary. It was the first
time he’d ever been in a ballet studio.

“I knew nothing about ballet at that
time,” said Burucca, “and it was pretty
difficult trying to learn the moves for
the first time. I got stuck on this part
where you have to hop. I always con-
fused which leg was right and which
was left. It took about two or three
weeks before I felt like I really knew
the part.”

He added that he thought Mateo was
a very funny man, and that putting on
stage makeup is the biggest challenge.
“I get scared when they put the eyeliner
on,” he said, “because it feels like the
pencil is going to touch your eyeball.”

He described festivities at his aunt’s

house in Malden, where his entire fam-
ily gathers every Christmas. “All the
presents are there,” he said. “My
cousin lives downstairs and my aunt
lives upstairs, so mostly we do the pre-
sents upstairs and dancing downstairs.
It’s a lot like the ballet, except a magi-
cian doesn’t come.”

All three children said they liked
being around Mateo. “It’s really amaz-
ing,” said Fraser, “because he never has
the expectation of them as kids. To
him, they are little artists. He reminds
them about always being present and
staying focused.”

In addition to learning the rudiments
of dance, the children also gain experi-
ence with the unexpected.

“Alot of funny things happened this
year, and a lot of funny things hap-

pened last year,” said N
year, when we were run
ing over the girls, some
Clara in the head and fel
one time, this girl’s dres
down, and she had to ke
up! And, I dropped my t
when we were supposed
ing.”

How will Nolan spenc
tween the matinee and tl
formance? “Oscar and n
have a play date at my h

Performances at The \
atre in Harvard Square |
Dec. 18 and continue at
Performing Arts Center,
24. Tickets: $15-335; ca
7467 or order online at1
letTheatre.org.




Stage IAKeup 1s e biggest challenge.
“T get scared when they put the eyeliner
: on,” he said, “because it feels like the
Amy Chan, 6, center, of Cambridge leads

pencil is going to touch your eyeball.”
the pack of mice in Saturday’s show. He described festivities at his aunt’s

Cambridge residents Oscar Burucca, center, and Joshua Nolan, right, are part of
production of the annual Christmas classic.

the company of players in this year's

Oscar Burucca, 9, of Cambridge sits for his
makeup before Saturday’s matinee of “The Nutcracker.
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JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE “THE NUTCRACKER” Duxbury Performing Arts Center,
73 Alden St., Duxbury. 617-354-7467. 6 p.m. Repeats Fri at 6 p.m., Sat at 2 p-m. $19-$50.

If you missed it during its recent run in
Jose Mateo’s charming, small-scale version of “The Nutcracker”

Cambridge, you still have a couple more chances to catch
by skipping down to Duxbury’s

DANCE gorgeous new Performing Arts Center. Mateo’s “Nutcracker” favors a sweetly touch-

PICKS

ing directness and intimacy, as well as substan
even Clara’s on pointe, and the large contingent of children
factor. Now in its 18th season, the production featu
nicely streamlined Act I and lively dancing by the pri

tive dancing throughout the ranks —
are there for more than just the cute
res some new choreographic details, with a
ncipals in the Act II variations,

KAREN CAMPBELL

French Library and Cultural Center
53 Marlborough St., Boston. 617-
912-0400. www.frenchlib.org
Mon-Tues 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Thurs 10
a.m.-6 p.m., Wed 10 a.m.-8 p.m.,
Fri-Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 1/2:
Photographer David Lewalski.

Gleason Pubilic Library 2 2 Bedford
Road, Carlisle. 978-369-4898.
www.gleasonlibrary.org Mon-Tues 10
a.m.-9 p.m., Thurs 10 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Wed 1-9 p.m., Fri-Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Through 12/31: Catherine Evans,
Dianne Pappas.

Goodnow Library 21 Concord Road,
Sudbury. 978-443-103 5, ext. 2.
Mon-Wed 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Thurs-Sat 9
a.m.-5p.m:, Sun 2-5 p.m. Through
12/31: Patti Kelly.

Hingham Public Library

Dolphin Gallery Rte, 22 8, Hingham.
781-837-8091. Mon-Thurs 10
a.m.-9 p.m., Sat 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun
1-5 p.m. Through 2/2: Cindy Vallino.
Clemens Gallery 66 Leavitt St.,
Hingham. 781-741-1405, Mon-
Thurs 10 a.m.-9 p.m.,Sat 9 a.m.-5
p.m., Sun 1-5 p.m. Through 1/5:
JoAnne Chittick. p

Newton Free Library 330 Homer °
St., Newton. 617-796-1360.

with Trees: Oil Paintings Bordering on
the Abstract” Susan Post Lichten-
stein.

Main Hall Through 12/29: “Colored
Shadows" Shelby Tiziani.

Somerville Public Library 79
Highland Ave., Somerville. 617-623-
5000. Mon-Thurs 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri 9
a.m.-6 p.m. Through 12/30: Com-
munity mapping project.

Ventress Library Gallery Webster
Street, Marshfield. 781-837-8091.
Mon-Wed 9:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; Thurs-
Sun 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through
1/13: Dominic Farrell. :

SCHOOLS & COLLEGES

Addison Gallery of American Art
Phillips Academy, Rte. 28 and Chapel
Avenue, Andover. 978-749-4015.
Tues-Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun 1-5
p.m. Models of American Sailing
Ships. Through 12/31: Oscar Palacio.

Babson College Forest Street,
Wellesley. 781-239-58838. Mon-Fri
9a.m.-7 p.m. Through 12/22:
Cumulative art installation by Hannah
Burr..

Boston University
BU Art Gallery 855 Commonwealth

American Art From the George and
Joyce Wein Collection.”

Mugar Library Gotlieb Center 771
Commonwealth Ave,, Boston. 617-
353-1309. Through 9/30: “Espio-
nage: Intelligence, Secrets and
Spies.”

Carpenter Center for Visual Arts at
Harvard University, 24 Quincy St., .
Cambridge-617-495-3251. Mon-
Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun 1-5 p.m.
Through 4/16: Sol LeWitt, Yayoi
Kusama, Cai Guo-Qiang. Through
1/5: Sarah Bedford, Ann Craven,
Brady Dollarhide, others.

College of the Holy Cross Cantor
Art Gallery, 1 College St., 1st floor of
O'Kane Hall, Worcester, 508-793-
3356. Mon-Fri 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat
2-5 p.m. Through 1/25: “The Art of
Ebru: Turkish Paper Marbling With
Islamic Calligraphy" Feridun Ozgoren,
Guliz Pamukoglu,

Endicott College Art Center, 376
Hale St., Beverly. 978-232-2250.
Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through
12/22: Endicott X-Tra: Beyond the
Classroom.

www.ci.newton.ma.us Mon-Thurs 9 Ave,, quton. 617-353-3329. b FOR MORE LISTINGS:
a.m.-9 p.m., Fri 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat 9 Tues:Fri 10 a.m.5 p.m., Sat-Sun 1-5 &“,'m WWW.BOSTON.COM/
a.m.-5 p.m., Sun noon-5 p.m. p.m. Through 1/22: “Syncopated < CALENDAR

Gallery Through 12/29: “Starting

Rhythms, 20th-Century African

CALENDAR - BOSTON GLOBE
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2005 u 50 CENTS (75 CENTS 30 MILES OUTSIDE BOSTON)

THE EDGE

Good things come in small package at ‘Nutcracker’

By HEATHER V. ENG

Not just anyone can take on Boston
Ballet. But on Thursday, Jose Mateo’s
Ballet Theatre proved up to “The Nut-
cracker” challenge.

Mateo’s version lacks a lavish stage

Jose Mateo’s Ballet Theatre in “The
Nutcracker,” at the Sanctuary
Theatre, Cambridge, Thursday.
Through Dec. 18.

set and live orchestra, but his crisp,
clean choreography more than com-

pensates, and
‘DANGCE Cambridge’s
REVIEW intimate Sanc-
tuary - Theatre

proves an ideal venue. There’s no
squinting from the balcony at this
“Nutcracker.”

‘Mateo has cultivated a company
of dancers with beautiful, effortless
extensions. Jaclyn Sanford, 15, stun-
ningly danced the role of Clara on
pointe. Her performance exuded

hibited a front extension line that
would be the envy of dancers twice
her age.

But not all company members
boasted as solid a performance.
Temple Carroll danced the Snow
Queen with flawless arabesques, but
her jumps often fell flat. And Cos-

" min Marculetiu seemed ill-at-ease as

Harlequin. But as the Cavalier, he
and Desiree Parrott, the Sugar Plum
Fairy, gave the performance of the
evening with their pas de deux.

confidence and ease, and she ex-







