PROGRAM |

PROGRAM 2

HARVARD SQUARE
CAMBRIDGE, MA

"The Cuban-born Mateo
is a dancemaker of range,
depth and vision..."”

DANCE MAGAZINE

SALOME DANCES FOR PEACE

A MATEO PREMIERE! \_

AN




Program 1: Three Mateo Classics

March 16-April 1 ]Mé' /Véifm

Three celebrated works from the repertory:
The Sirens (Vivaldi), Courtly Lovers (Haydn), House of Ballet (Schnittke) B A

A TH
Fridays March 16, 23 & 30 8 pm _ A\ »
Saturdays March 17, 2 8 pm 2 ‘

Sundays  March 18, 25 & April 1 4 pm > - ' -

“..a ballet venue unlike any other in town. Its a rush to be so close to the
dancers that you can practically touch them. "
THE IMPROPER BOSTONIAN

* . - ~ 5 - of - ~ - o
Special performance at the Duxbury Performing Arts Center April 7. Call for details.

Program 2: Salomé Dances for Peace
April 20-May 6

An evocative premiere to Riley's dynamic score

Fridays April 20, 27 & May 4 8 pm
Saturdays  April 21, 28 & May 5 8 pm
Sundays  April 22, 29 & May 6 4 pm

THE SANCTUARY THEATRE
400 HARVARD STREET, HARVARD SQUARE, CAMBRIDGE
Tickets: $35 or $60 for both programs. Reserved cabaret-style seating and cockeails during the show.

Call (617) 354-7467 or www.BalletTheatre.org

Box Office M-, 10:00 am-6:00 pm. Visa/MasterCard ($3 fee per order)

massculturalcouncil.org

LAET
EATRE

400 HARVARD ST.

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138
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ose Mateo revived

- three works from his
repertory %o launch
the first of this
spring season’s
programs as a showcase for

* his increasingly strong -
“company. Mateo, who runs

a trio of ballet schools in
Cambridge, Duxbury and
Hingham, with a satellite'in
'Falmouth, can be considered

“something of a 21st-century

miracle for keeping a_

. professiorial ballet company

- going for more than two

decades, a difficult task in

 this sports-obsessed culture.

As a teacher and ballet-
master, he’s well-regarded

for his careful grounding: of
- dancers in the basics of *
+ classical technique, which .

he’s inflised with a zest for
~humor and more than a few
surprises as he’s matured as
a choreographer.
The first of the program’s
revivals, “The ‘Sirens,”

. dating from.1989, is
- distinguished by- Mateo S,

affinity: for music that takes
well to dance — here :

‘Antonio Vivaldi’s “Concér'to

in A Minor” The work

~reflects Mateo’s respect for
tradition in its all-white-clad

parade of women,
punctuated by one man, but
as a whole this first work

- looked bloodless. Nine'

women of the corps de
ballet wafted prettily -
through some conventional
steps and patterns, fronted
by Elisabeth Scherer, who
endowed her solos and the °
pas de deux with a crisp
attack. However, theré
seemed to be no juice to the
partnering. David DuBois, _
‘who also led the large cast
in the evening’s finale,
“House of Ballet,” was too
demure in his relationship to

" Scherer, not to' mention to

- the women surrounding

ting his character to

_ Ulysses and thewomen of* _

the corps'de ballet to the
Sirens who Tured him to
their island. )
The tempo turned upbeat
for “Courtly Lovers™ (2003),
set to Joseph Haydn’s
“Surprise Symphony No.
94.” Company veteran Meg
Flaherty headed a troupe of
coquettish women -
pretending to have no
interest in the sextet of men

- pursuing them. The men, -

him, despite a program note

Madeleme Bonn and David DuBois perform in Jose Mateo Ballet Theatre’s “Three Mateo Classics.”

where the women ‘walked on
in groups of thiée, weaving -
2 magical pattern in the low- |

* light on the stage; a

military-like phalanx for the
- 12 women of the corps; and
a buoyantly exuberant
segment for the men. -
“House of Ballet” (1993),

paired with “Gogol Suite”
by 20th-century Russian
composer Alfred Schnittke,

. came as a delightful change

of pace. Mateo created
choreography to narrate a
story about the various

0 CLASSICS’
AT ARTIST’S PROX

contrasted with the ballerina  juxtaposition of the dlﬁ“erent

doll in her white and gold
tutu, She might have been
Coppelia, with a group of
friends who included one of
the sunny ballerinas from

THEATER REVIEW

THRee MATEO CLaAssICS

- Jose Mateo Ballet Theatre pro-

duction, at The Sanctuary The-
atre, Cambridge, through April
1; at The Duxbury Performing
Arts Center on Saturday, April

7,8 p.m. Tickets $35-$50.

parts; the virtuosity came
from the dancers’ pleasure
at conquering such a
challenging assignment.
DuBois came to life as one
of the contemporary
dancers, called upon to
partner the Coppelia doll,
nicely characterized in her
vague stare and machine-
like arms and legs by
Madeleine Bonn. The work
made both for a rousing
finale and a chance to

furthor anmeanicie NA—1 3

" Duxbury Performing Arts;

" Photo cour sy of Gary Sloan

been associated with ballet.
The April 7th

performance of “Three -

Mateo Classics” at the

Center will include an
appearance by YouthWorks,
the school’s pre-professional
company, in Mateo’s “Bach
Concerto.” Among
members of the cast are
Jaclyn Sanford, 16, of
Hingham; Liza, 16, and
Amanda Kostreva, 18, and
Victoria Pattinson, 16, all .
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